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A Rusty-spotted Cat Prionailurus rubiginosus was 
photographed (Images 1,2) on 8 December 2018 in a dry 
deciduous forest in Walayar Reserve Forest, Palakkad 
district in the state of Kerala (Figure 1) during a survey 
on small carnivores.  Camera traps with passive infra-red 
sensors and motion detectors were used for the study 
that lasted from 4 December 2018 to 10 January 2019.  A 
total of 31 camera trap stations (Figure 1) were identified 
based on indirect evidence of small carnivores.  The 
camera traps were installed at a height of 30cm from the 
ground and with a distance of at least 250m between 
two stations.  They were kept active for 24 hours for 38 
days with a total effort of 1,178 camera trap days.

The Walayar Reserve Forest extends over 125.65km2, 
of which 30km2 is dry deciduous habitat that we surveyed 
only.  The major tree species in this dry deciduous patch 
include Anogeissus latifolia, Alangium salvifolium, 
Careya arborea, Tectona grandis, Buchanania axillaris, 
Garuga pinnata, Cassia fistula, Strebulus asper, 
Holarhena pubescens, and Clerodendrum infortunatum.

The other mammal species recorded by the camera 

traps during the study were Bonnet Macaque Macaca 
radiata, Tufted Grey Langur Semnopithecus priam, Asian 
Elephant Elephas maximus, Mouse Deer Moschiola 
indica, Barking Deer Muntiacus muntjak, Sambar Deer 
Rusa unicolor, Spotted Deer Axis axis, Gaur Bos gaurus, 
Wild Boar Sus scrofa, Common Palm Civet Paradoxurus 
hermaphroditus, Small Indian Civet Viverricula indica, 
Ruddy Mongoose Herpestes smithii, Stripe-necked 
Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis, Leopard Cat Prionailurus 
bengalensis, Tiger Panthera tigris, Leopard P. pardus, 
Dhole Cuon alpinus, Black-naped Hare Lepus nigricollis, 
and Indian Crested Porcupine Hystrix indica.

The Rusty-spotted Cat is a small felid that is endemic 
to India, Sri Lanka, and Nepal (Mukherjee et al. 2016).  
Along with the Black-footed Cat Felis nigripes, it is among 
the world’s smallest cat species (Sunquist & Sunquist 
2009).  Since the Rusty-spotted Cat was recorded only 
once during the entire study period, we assume that it is 
rare in our study area.  Our record of the Rusty-spotted 
Cat is consistent with its habitat use documented in 
eastern Gujarat (Patel 2006), Udanti-Sitanadi Tiger 
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Figure 1. Location of Walayar Reserve 
Forest in Western Ghats, Kerala, India.

	

	

Image 1 & 2. Rusty-spotted Cat 
Prionailurus rubiginosus recorded in 
Walayar Reserve Forest on 8 December 
2018. © Devika Sanghamithra & P.O. 
Nameer.
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Reserve in Chhattisgarh (Basak et al. 2018), Anaikatty 
Reserve Forest in Tamil Nadu (Mukherjee & Koparde 
2014), and in the Aravalli Hills in Rajasthan (Sharma & 
Dhakad 2020; Singh & Kariyappa 2020).  Elsewhere in 
India, it was also recorded in dry thorn forest, scrub 
forest, moist deciduous forest, semi-evergreen hill forest 
and sugarcane fields (Anwar et al. 2012; Kalle et al. 2013; 
Aditya & Ganesh 2016; Ghaskadbi et al. 2016; Bora et 
al. 2020; Chatterjee et al. 2020; Deshmukh et al. 2020; 
Sharma & Dhakad 2020; Silva et al. 2020).

In Kerala, it is present in Periyar Tiger Reserve, 
Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, Wayanad Wildlife 
Sanctuary, and Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary (Shameer et 
al. 2019).  The species is listed as ‘Near Threatened’ in 
the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (Mukherjee 
et al. 2016) and is protected in India under Schedule I 
of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (Acharjyo 1998).  
The Rusty-spotted Cat population is thought to decline 
by 20–25 % over the next three generations, primarily 
due to predicted habitat loss in central India (Mukherjee 
et al. 2016).  The population is likely to be stable in 
protected areas; outside protected areas, it is threatened 
by diseases and road accidents (Mukherjee et al. 2016; 
Sharma & Dhakad 2020).

Our photographic record of the Rusty-spotted Cat 
in Walayar Reserve Forest is of interest as there are 
very few confirmed sightings of this species in Kerala.  
All the previous records in Kerala were obtained in dry 
deciduous forests (Shameer et al. 2019), and the present 
record also supports the Rusty-spotted Cat’s preference 
for this habitat type.  Further detailed surveys and 
ecological studies on this species are needed to ensure 
its long-term conservation.
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Flowering plants of Agumbe region, central Western Ghats, Karnataka, India
– G.S. Adithya Rao & Y.L. Krishnamurthy, Pp. 18853–18867

Population assessment and habitat distribution modelling of the threatened medicinal plant 
Picrorhiza kurroa Royle ex Benth. in the Kumaun Himalaya, India
– Naveen Chandra, Gajendra Singh, Shashank Lingwal, M.P.S. Bisht & Lalit Mohan Tewari, 
Pp. 18868–18877

Occurrence of gilled fungi in Puducherry, India
– Vadivelu Kumaresan, Chakravarthy Sariha, Thokur Sreepathy Murali & Gunasekaran Senthilarasu, 
Pp. 18878–18887

Short Communications 

First photographic evidence and distribution of the Indian Pangolin Manis crassicaudata 
(Mammalia: Pholidota: Manidae) in Sariska Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan, India
– Hemant Singh, Gobind Sagar Bhardwaj, N. Gokulakannan, Saket Agasti & K. Aditya, Pp. 18888–
18893

Population and conservation threats to the Greater Flamingos Phoenicopterus roseus (Aves: 
Phoenicopteriformes: Phoenicopteridae) at Basai Wetland and Najafgarh Jheel Bird Sanctuary, 
Haryana, India
– Amit Kumar & Sarita Rana, Pp. 18894–18898

First report on the occurrence of Sargassum Weed Fish Histrio histrio (Lophiliformes: 
Antennariidae) in Nigeria deep water, Gulf of Guinea
– Abdul-Rahman Dirisu, Hanson S. Uyi & Meshack Uyi, Pp. 18899–18902

A new distribution record of stomatopods Odontodactylus japonicus (De Haan, 1844) and 
Lysiosquilla tredecimdentata (Holthuis, 1941) from the Puducherry coastal waters, east coast of 
India
– S. Nithya Mary, V. Ravitchandirane & B. Gunalan, Pp. 18903–18907

New records of Agriocnemis keralensis Peters, 1981 and Gynacantha khasiaca MacLachlan, 1896 
(Insecta: Odonata) from Maharashtra, India
– Yogesh Koli, Akshay Dalvi & Dattaprasad Sawant, Pp. 18908–18919

A new distribution record of the Horn Coral Caryophyllia grandis Gardiner & Waugh, 1938 
(Anthozoa: Scleractinia) from the Karnataka Coast, India
– J.S. Yogesh Kumar & C. Raghunathan, Pp. 18920–18924

Re-collection, extended distribution, and amplified description of Vaccinium paucicrenatum 
Sleumer (Ericaceae) from the Arunachal Himalaya in India
– Subhasis Panda, Pp. 18925–18932

Notes

Photographic record of the Rusty-spotted Cat Prionailurus rubiginosus (I. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 
1831) (Mammalia: Carnivora: Felidae) in southern Western Ghats, India
– Devika Sanghamithra & P.O. Nameer, Pp. 18933–18935

Natural history notes on the highly threatened Pinto’s Chachalaca Ortalis remota (Aves: Cracidae)
– Carlos Otávio Araujo Gussoni & Marco Aurélio Galvão da Silva, Pp. 18936–18938

Black-bellied Coral Snake Sinomicrurus nigriventer (Wall, 1908) (Elapidae): an extended 
distribution in the western Himalaya, India
– Sipu Kumar, Jignasu Dolia, Vartika Chaudhary, Amit Kumar & Abhijit Das, Pp. 18939–18942

First record of the Afghan Poplar Hawkmoth Laothoe witti Eitschberger et al., 1998 (Sphingidae: 
Smerinthinae) from India: a notable range extension for the genus
– Muzafar Riyaz, Pratheesh Mathew, Taslima Shiekh, S. Ignacimuthu & K. Sivasankaran, Pp. 18943–
18946

The tribe Cnodalonini (Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae: Stenochiinae) from Maharashtra with two new 
records
– V.D. Hegde & D. Vasanthakumar, Pp. 18947–18948

Do predatory adult odonates estimate their adult prey odonates’ body size and dispersal ability to 
proceed with a successful attack?
– Tharaka Sudesh Priyadarshana, Pp. 18949–18952

Rediscovery of Ophiorrhiza incarnata C.E.C. Fisch. (Rubiaceae) from the Western Ghats of 
India after a lapse of 83 years
– Perumal Murugan, Vellingiri Ravichandran & Chidambaram Murugan, Pp. 18953–18955

Response
 
Comments on the “A checklist of mammals with historical records from Darjeeling-Sikkim 
Himalaya landscape, India”
– P.O. Nameer, Pp. 18956–18958
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